Catchy Beats, Creative
Streets: Asian Paints Makes
Sharad Shamman’s 40th Year a
Joy Ride for Kolkata
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For 40 years, Asian Paints Sharad Shamman has been more than
an award-it has been Kolkata's cultural archive, chronicling
the artistry and imagination of Durga Pujo. To mark this
milestone, Asian Paints presents Choltey Choltey Chollish -
one-of-a-kind initiative that transforms Kolkata's 1iconic
yellow taxi into a travelling time capsule and a film that
captures the soul of Pujo through the lens of four decades.
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Asian Paints Sharad Shamman: Cholte Cholte Chollish — A Royale
Tribute to Kolkata

The film is crafted as a stylised visual journey that blends
nostalgia with innovation. Moving steadily through the years,
it showcases the evolution of Pujo: from bamboo pandals and
radio songs of the 1980s, to the rise of theme pandals in the
1990s, the introduction of social causes and global attention
in the 2000s, and the digital celebrations of today with AR
and VR.

At the heart of the storytelling lies Kolkata’'s beloved yellow
taxi, reimagined as a moving canvas and doubling up as the
brand ambassador for the 40th year of Asian Paints Sharad
Samman. As it comes to life it asks Gattu to come on a journey
which takes the viewer through the 40 years of creative
transformation that Durga Pujo has seen. With the turn of
every decade the taxi surface changes to hand-painted motifs
and designs brought to life with Royale Glitz, each capturing
the creative excellence of that particular decade. The music
and the words capture the different genres of music that have
played during Pujo for each decade. The yellow taxi becomes a
metaphor for Kolkata’'s own journey, carrying forward the



collective pride, artistry, and spirit of Pujo.

The campaign also introduces a fresh, youthful tonality
designed to engage younger audiences and first-time Pujo
celebrants. From its catchy, contemporary soundtrack to the
playful, stylised visuals that take Gattu on a joy ride
through the decades, every element is crafted to feel vibrant
and immersive. This unique treatment ensures that while the
film honours tradition, it also speaks the language of today’s
generation — energetic, imaginative, and visually arresting.

Speaking about the film, Amit Syngle, MD & CEO, Asian Paints
said, “Festivals are reflections of their times, showing how
societies evolve and express themselves. With Choltey Choltey
Chollish, we wanted to mirror Kolkata’s journey and the way
creativity, community and imagination have shaped Pujo across
generations. The reimagined 40 yellow taxis bring this
transformation to life across 4 decades. For Asian Paints,
completing 40 years with Sharad Shamman is a way of honouring
that creative spirit and keeping it alive in a form that
resonates with every era. This film celebrates tradition while
showing how it continues to inspire new voices and new
expressions.”

Speaking about the film, Sujoy Roy, Chief Creative Officer -
Ogilvy North, said, “With this film, we wanted to create more
than a tribute-we wanted to create an experience. The yellow
taxi became our storyteller, carrying with it four decades of
Pujo’s transformation. This film is a love letter to Kolkata,
to its traditions and its imagination, and to the enduring
legacy of Sharad Shamman.”

With its cinematic treatment and layered storytelling, Choltey
Choltey Chollish is not simply a campaign film-it is a
cultural celebration that pays tribute to the artisans, the
pandals, and the people who have kept the spirit of Pujo alive
for generations.



Through Choltey Choltey Chollish, Asian Paints reaffirms its
role as a custodian of Kolkata’'s Pujo, celebrating not just
the passage of time but the timeless creativity that makes the
city’s greatest festival a living, breathing work of art.

Asian Paints Sharad Shamman: Cholte Cholte Chollish — A Royale
Tribute to Kolkata

You can view the campaign here: Asian Paints Sharad Shamman:
Cholte Cholte Chollish — A Royale Tribute to Kolkata

About Asian Paints Limited

Since its founding in 1942, Asian Paints has become India’s
leading and Asia’s second-largest paint company, with a
consolidated turnover of a[]*33,797 crores (Rs. 338 billion).
It continues to uplift spaces, transcend the boundaries of
colour and design, creating a positive impact in the lives of
customers. The organization operates in 14 countries and has
26 paint manufacturing facilities globally, servicing
consumers in over 60 countries. Asian Paints has always been a
leader in the paint industry, innovating and introducing new
concepts in India like Colour Ideas, Beautiful Homes Painting
Service, Colour Next, and Asian Paints Beautiful Homes Stores.
Asian Paints manufactures a wide range of paints and coatings
for Decorative and Industrial use and also offers specialized
painting and interior decor solutions. The decorative business
portfolio also includes the SmartCare range for waterproofing,
WoodTech products for wood finishes, and the Adhesives range
for all surfaces. Asian Paints also offers a wide range of
Home Dcor products and is one of the leading players in the
integrated decor space in India, offering Modular Kitchens and
wardrobes, Bath Fittings and Sanitaryware, Decorative
Lightings, uPVC windows and doors, Wall coverings, Furnitures,
Furnishings, Rugs, etc.
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