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The Grand Celebration of Durga Puja
in Kolkata

Durga Puja, also known as Navaratri, is one of the most
significant festivals celebrated in India. It is particularly
famous in the state of West Bengal, with Kolkata being the
epicenter of the grand celebration. The festival honors the
goddess Durga, who symbolizes power and triumph of good over
evil.

During Durga Puja, the entire city of Kolkata comes alive with
vibrant colors, elaborate decorations, and mesmerizing
rituals. The preparation for this festival starts months in
advance, as artisans and craftsmen work tirelessly to create
magnificent idols of the goddess.

One of the highlights of Durga Puja in Kolkata is the pandals,
temporary structures built to house the idols of Durga and her
family. These pandals are often designed with intricate
artwork and 1innovative themes, attracting thousands of
visitors from all over the world.

The festivities kick off with Mahalaya, which marks the
beginning of the worship of the goddess Durga. Devotees wake
up early in the morning to listen to the enchanting recitation
of the Mahishasura Mardini, a hymn that depicts the victory of
Durga over the buffalo demon Mahishasura.

As the days progress, the city buzzes with excitement as
people dress up in new clothes and visit the pandals to offer
prayers. The air 1is filled with the sound of dhak, a
traditional Bengali drum, and the aroma of delicious food
wafts through the streets.

One of the must-visit pandals during Durga Puja 1is the
Kumartuli Park Pandal, located in the heart of Kolkata. This
pandal is known for its magnificent artwork and intricate
detailing. Another popular pandal is the Suruchi Sangha



Pandal, which is famous for its innovative themes and creative
decorations.

During the last few days of Durga Puja, the city witnesses the
immersion of the idols in the river Ganges. This event, known
as Visarjan, is a spectacle to behold. Thousands of people
gather near the riverbanks to bid farewell to the goddess,
dancing and singing in joy.

Durga Puja in Kolkata is not just a religious festival; it is
a celebration of art, culture, and community. It brings people
from all walks of life together, fostering a sense of unity
and togetherness.

Conclusion

Durga Puja in Kolkata is an experience like no other. The city
transforms into a magical wonderland during this festival,
captivating locals and tourists alike. The grandeur of the
pandals, the devotion of the people, and the spirit of
celebration make Durga Puja in Kolkata a truly unforgettable
event.



