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TILKA MANJHI

FIRST ADIVASI LEADER TO START
AN ARMED REBELLION AGAINST THE BRITISH IN 1784.

Tilka Majhi, born on 11th February, 1750 in Sultanganj, Bihar,
was a remarkable figure in India’s fight for independence. As
the first Adivasi leader from the Santal community, he played
a significant role in organizing and leading armed resistance
against the British colonial rule. Tilka Majhi’s bravery and
determination paved the way for future freedom fighters and
left an indelible mark on the history of India’s struggle for
freedom.

Hailing from the small village of Tilakpur, Tilka Majhi
belonged to the Santhal family. His father, Sundara Murmu,
instilled in him a sense of pride in their community and a
deep desire for justice. It was this upbringing that laid the
foundation for Tilka Majhi’s unwavering commitment to fight
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against the resource grabbing and exploitation by the British.

In the year 1784, almost 70 years before Mangal Pandey’s
uprising, Tilka Majhi took up arms against the British. He
recognized the need for organized resistance and rallied the
Adivasis to form an armed group. This group, under Tilka
Majhi’s leadership, fought fiercely against the oppressive
British regime. Their aim was to protect their land, culture,
and rights from exploitation and discrimination.

Tilka Majhi'’'s 1leadership and strategic planning were
instrumental in the success of their resistance efforts. He
skillfully organized the Adivasis, ensuring that their voices
were heard and their grievances addressed. His ability to
unite people from different backgrounds and inspire them to
fight for a common cause was truly remarkable.

The courage and determination displayed by Tilka Majhi and his
fellow fighters inspired many others to join the cause. Their
resistance movement gained momentum and spread to other parts
of the country. Tilka Majhi became a symbol of hope and
resistance, motivating countless individuals to stand up
against the British rule.

Despite facing numerous challenges and hardships, Tilka Majhi
remained steadfast in his pursuit of freedom. He never wavered
in his commitment to the cause, even in the face of adversity.
His unwavering spirit and dedication continue to inspire
generations of Indians to fight for justice and equality.

Tilka Majhi’s contribution to India’s freedom struggle cannot
be overstated. He played a pivotal role in laying the
foundation for future leaders and freedom fighters. His
bravery and sacrifice serve as a reminder of the power of
unity and the strength of the human spirit.

Today, we remember Tilka Majhi as a true hero and a symbol of
resistance. His legacy lives on, reminding us of the
importance of fighting for justice and standing up against



oppression. The story of Tilka Majhi serves as a testament to
the power of individuals to bring about meaningful change and
shape the course of history.

As we celebrate India’s independence, let us not forget the
sacrifices made by individuals like Tilka Majhi. Their bravery
and determination continue to inspire us and remind us of the
importance of preserving and cherishing the hard-fought
freedom we enjoy today.



